
Welcome to The Parent Post! This newsletter is published four times per year for students and families being served with Title I funds 
at Douglas County schools. These schools include Annette Winn Elementary, Beulah Elementary, Burnett Elementary, Chestnut Log 
Middle, Eastside Elementary, Factory Shoals Elementary, Lithia Springs Elementary, North Douglas Elementary, Stewart Middle,    
Sweetwater Elementary, Turner Middle and Youth Villages - Inner Harbour Campus. For more information, please visit dcssga.org or 
contact Patti Sullivan at  (770) 651-2118 or email patti.sullivan@dcssga.org   
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Don’t Let Your Kid’s Slide this Summer 
By Dr. Shalanda Watts, ESOL Teacher, Sweetwater Elementary School 

 

Do not let your kid’s “SLIDE” this summer.  I can hear our wonderful parents asking, 
“What do you mean by slide”? That dreadful summer slide that occurs when there is a 
regression in academic learning due to being on summer break. Of course, we want  
students to enjoy a little extra screen time, play outside until dusk, and just relax during 
the summer. However, it is important for parents to support their child’s learning      
during the summer months too. A recent study of 3rd to 5th grade students showed 
they lost on average about 20% of what they learned during the school year in reading 
and lost about 27% in math during the summer 
(Austrew, 2019).  
 
Rest assured all is not lost. We have come up with some 
helpful tips parents can use to prevent “summer slide” 
with their child or children. Tip #1: We recommend     
parents allow their children to read what they like or 
what interests them during summer. DCSS students have 
access to Myon, an online digital library, that provides 
students with thousands of books to read at all levels. It is 
located in their Classlink account when they log in to the 
school portal. Tip #2: Play board games that involve        
practicing their reading and math skills. Tip#3: Use sidewalk chalk and have your child 
practice their sight-words, letters and letter sounds, and math facts (addition,               
subtraction, multiplication, division, etc.). Tip#4: Have your child read aloud to you daily 
for about 10 to 15 minutes. Tip#5: Purchase some summer grade level workbooks 
online or visit sites like abcya.com, abcmouse.com, starfall.com, or pbskids.org to      
practice grade level skills in reading and math. The overall idea is to ensure students are 
still learning throughout the summer while still having fun. Parents should contact their 
child’s teacher if they need further information about specific grade level resources that 
are available for summer learning 
 
References: 
Austrew, A. (2019). How to prevent your kids from losing what they learned in school 
during summer vacation. Scholastic. Retrieved from Summer Slide Statistics and Prevention | Scholastic 
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Resources for Parents of English Learners! 

 

The Douglas County School System has posted new resources for    
parents of English Learners on our website. Our goal is to                      

provide effective outreach to parents of our English Learners and to 
assist them in being involved in their child’s education. Please visit                                        

our website here or scan this QR code to access the website with the 
resources listed. 

D e a r  pa r e n ts  o f  E S O L  s t u d e n ts ,  
 

Wow! It is hard to believe that the end of the school year has arrived!  10 months have passed very quickly!  It 
has been such a wonderful school year despite all of the challenges that the COVID-19 pandemic brought with 
it.  It has been a pleasure working with your child.  The year’s end always brings with it a tremendous sense of 
accomplishment.  So many things have been accomplished this year and we are very proud!   
 

Parents, please support your child in continuous learning of the English language.  Even though the school year is 
ending in May, there are still opportunities everywhere for learning.  DCSS is offering summer school for those 
students who need the additional support.  Even if your child does not meet criteria for summer school, there 
are additional opportunities for learning. 
 

Below are a few great summer reading habits that your child can develop.   
 

1. Be a great reading role model for your child.  If your child sees you reading that shows them that reading is 
an important part of your life. 

2. Keep it fun.  Allow your child to have free reading time.  Allow them to choose what they want to read, when 
they want to read, and for how long they want to read. 

3. Talk about what they read.   Allow your child to talk about what they’ve read, what they liked and did not 
like, and their favorite character. 

4. Give your child a chance to read to you.  This allows them to practice both reading and speaking. Allow them 
to project their voices and make this activity fun. 

5. Connect books to summer activities and travel.  If you are taking a trip to the beach, you can have your child 
read about going to the beach.  This allows children to make connections with their own experiences and will 
help build their vocabulary.    (Tips from Colorincolorado.org) 

 

In addition, your child will still be able to log in to Lexia, Nearpod and Flocabulary for asynchronous literacy  
practice. If you need their logins, please reach out to their ESOL teachers. 
 

Remember to engage in summer reading activities.  This will help to keep your child’s reading skills sharp! Thank 
you for a wonderful 2020-2021 school year.  On behalf of the DCSS ESOL teachers, we would like to take this   
opportunity to wish you all a safe and enjoyable summer. 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES  
IN DOUGLAS COUNTY 

Are you looking for work in Douglas County? Click here to go 
to DouglasJobs.com for local companies who are now hiring! 

https://www.dcssga.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=125348&pageId=6075780
http://www.douglasjobs.com
http://www.douglasjobs.com/


Page 3 of 4 Douglas County School System - Parent Post 

Would you like to receive messages from the Douglas County School System in another language? 
 

Please follow the easy steps below to change your language preference: 

1. Log into Parent Portal: https://
campus.douglas.k12.ga.us/campus/portal/
parents/douglas.jsp 

2. Click on Person Icon in the right hand corner   
of the screen 

3. Click on Settings 
4. Click on Contact Preferences 
5. Choose your Preferred Language from the     

options. 

6. Save 
7. If your Preferred Language is not one of the   

options, please email parent@dcssga.org. 
8. If no language is chosen, the default              

language is English. 
9. If you need assistance, please contact someone 

in the office at your school. 

Keeping Ahead During the Summer Months 
By Shanate Porter, School Counselor, Inner Harbour School, Youth Villages 

 

There is one thing that parents and educators have in common during the summer… the hope that their          
students are staying educationally inclined. The summer is a break for everyone, but how can we make fun     
activities learning moments. As a school counselor in a non-traditional school, we embrace social emotional 
learning. This is incorporated with every lesson plan, learning standard, and so on. One great lesson that has 
been underappreciated that I personally find significant is gardening. The significance of gardening has so much 
power in the growth process, for the student and the plant.  
 

According to “7 Amazing Life Lessons Plants Teach Us” (2019), there are many values that are learned inherently 
that can shape the future of the learner. One of the benefits of starting a garden with your child is                     
understanding the benefits of plants themselves; they add value to life nutritionally, healing, air filtering,       
healing, stress relief and provide shelter. These are some takeaways that students should learn during the         
gardening process. In addition to this, you don’t need a huge backyard to do it, you can use small pots to place 
on the patio/balcony or even in the window sill. Find plants that can grow without much light, but this whole 
process such as finding the plant, buying the materials, growing and caretaking should be done in partnership 
with your child.  
 

For more information on lessons that could be learned during the gardening process could be found here: 
https://www.clickandgrow.com/blogs/news/amazing-life-lessons-plants-teach-us  

Y o u r  I n p u t  i s  N e e d e d !  
The Douglas County School System Title I Department is in the process of reviewing and 
revising the district's Parent and Family Engagement Plan. This plan will establish the    
district’s expectations for parent and family engagement and how the district will carry 
out the federal and state parent and family engagement requirements. Parent input into 
the revision of this plan is requested and required. To review the draft version of the plan 
and to provide input, please scan the QR code or follow the link. https://bit.ly/3uj0x31  

https://campus.douglas.k12.ga.us/campus/portal/parents/douglas.jsp
https://campus.douglas.k12.ga.us/campus/portal/parents/douglas.jsp
https://campus.douglas.k12.ga.us/campus/portal/parents/douglas.jsp
mailto:parent@dcssga.org
https://www.clickandgrow.com/blogs/news/amazing-life-lessons-plants-teach-us
https://bit.ly/3uj0x31
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